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PROPOSED NO. 83 - 51 8

ORDINANCE NO. '8595
i AN ORDINANCE relating to taxation; imposing a tax upon the

privilege of using vessels moored or stored in the County.
of King. authorizing the collection of the tax from the
owners of vessels subject to the Laws of 1983, Chapter 7,
as amended by 2nd Ex. Sess., Chapter 3, and any succeeding
amendments enacted by the Wash i ngton State Leg i s 1 ature.
fixing the rate of tax, providing for the administration
and collection thereof, providing penalties for the
violation thereof, consenting to the inspection of
records. and repeal ing Ordinance 6261, Section 1;
Ordinance 6261, Sections 4 through 12, and K.C.C.
12.44.620 through 12.44.700; and Ordinance 6231, Section
78.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY:

3

.
5

6

7

8

9

SECTION 1. There is hereby levied a tax, as authorized by Laws of 1983,LO

11 2nd Ex. Sess., Chapter 3, § 49(1), upon the privilege of using vessels moored

12 or stored in the county of Ki ng. The tax shall be co 1 J ected from the owners

13 of vesse 1 s subject to the Laws of 1983, Chapter 7, as amended by' 2nd Ex.

L4 Sess., Chapter 3, and any succeedi ng amendments enacted by the Wash i ng ton

1S State Legislature.
16 SECTION 2. The annual rate of the tax imposed by Section 1 sha1 J be

17 tr.ity cen:t:i.('S ,:3,p.): tlH! , i ,i~;:a;L1 fos:t" ,9..1:;. th~~ .Yt!.~S~ i ¡noQr,e~ or stored

18 in, ttie .Coii.nty of Ki ng.
19 SECTION 3, The King County Executive shall administer and collect the

20 tax imposed by this ordinance in accordance with the provisions of the Laws of

.21 1983, 2nd ~x. Sess., Chapter 3, and any succeeding amendments enacted by the

22 Washington State Legislature.

23 SECTION 4. Pursuant to laws of 1983, 2nd Ex. Sess., Chapter 3, monies

io4 collected under this ordinance shall be used only for administration and

25 enforcement of boating safety, search and rescue operations concerning

26 boating, and boating patrols.
SECT ION 5, The county execut i ve is hereby authori zed to enter í nto an27

28 interlocal agreement with any cities within the county pursuant to the Laws of

29 1983, Chapter 7, as amended by 2nd Ex. Sess., Chapter 3, and any succeedi ng

30 amendments enacted by the Washington State Leg is 1 ature,

31 SECTION 6, A person liable for the tax imposed by Section 1 hereof who

32 fails or refuses to pay the tax and display proper evidence of compliance with

33 the provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable
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by a fine of up to fifty-five dollars($55.00). A person, other than an owner.

i who operates a vessel, the use of which is subject to taxation under Section 1

; hereof. who does not d i sp 1 ay proper ev i dence of comp 1 i ance wi th the prov i s ions

. of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of up

5 . to fifty-five dollars ($55,00). Any fines shall be in addition to the tax

6 required.

7 SECTION 7, This ordinance shall take effect on January 1, 1984 or the

8 effect i ve date of an inter 1 oca 1 agreement under Sect i on 5 between King County

9 and the City of Seattle, whichever date is later. This ordinance shall remain

10 in effect as long as there is an effective interlocal agreement between King

11 County and the City of Seattle.
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SECTION 8. For the purpose of this ordinance, words used herein that are

defi ned in the Laws of 1983. Chapter 7. as amended by 2nd Ex. SesS,. Chapter

3, and any succeeding amendments enacted by the Washington State Legislature,

shall take the defined meaning.

SECTION 9. The county hereby consents to the inspection of such records

as are necess ary to qual if y for the inspect i on of records requ i rements of the

department of revenue, pursuant to RCW 82.32,330.

SECTION 10. Ordinance 6261, Section 1; Ordinance 6261, Sections 4

through 12, and K.C,C. 12,44,620 through 12,44.700; and Ordinance 6213,

Section 78 are each hereby repealed.
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SECTION 11. If any provision of this ordinance or its application to any

person or circumstance is held invalid. the remainder of this ordinance or the

application of the provisions to other persons or circumstances is not

affected.

INTRODUCED AND READ for the first time this;;.t day of ~ ,

1983 .

PASSED this ;¿A; day of ~, 1983.

KING COUNTY COUNC IL
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON

~~airman ~..l
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cl-;t ;;. &1ó;U/. rk of the Counc i 1

APPROVED this ~ ~ day of
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Kig County Exective
Rady Revelle

December 2, 1983

The Honorable Bruce Laing
Chairman. King County Council
COURTHOUSE

RE: Boat Tax Ordinance/Marine Patrol Program

,Dear Bruce:

Enclosed is Ordinance No, 83-518, which t signed today. The Ordinance enacts a
local option boat tax of thirty cents ($0.30) per foot on pleasure boats sixteen
feet and over moored or stored in King County.

We are very pleased the King County Council enacted the boat tax.
time, however, ~e are concerned about the impacts of reducing the
proposed fifty cents ($0.5D) to thirty cents ($0.30) per foot for
reasons,

At the same
tax from our
several

First, we bel ieve a reduction in the tax level will result in inadequate tax
revenues. While the boat tax revenue estimates rely on a series of projections
and assumptions, we used actual data to the extent available and made reasonable
assumpt ions. It is our judgment. therefore, that the reduced tax rate of th i rty
cents ($0,30) will result in lower total revenues than our original estimate ofabout $385,000. .
Second, for tne past several months, we have been work ing to negot i ate inter lo-
cal agreements with the City of Seattle and with the eight 1 akeside jurisdic-
t ions that contract wi th King County for mari ne patrol serv ices. We were very
close to final agreements, assuming a boat tax level of fifty cents ($0.50).
The reduction in the tax may jeopardize these agreements.

The provisions of State law require King County to have an effective interlocal
agreement with Seattle prior to actually collecting the tax. The draft interlo-
cal agreement negotiated with Seattle, however. is premised on an annual boat
tax of fifty certs ($0,50) per foot. and. consequently, is not consistent 'with
the Ordinance approved by the Council. : .

With respect to the eight lakeside jurisdictions, we are concerned about
securing funding to support a regional marine patrol program in cooperation with
the lakeside cities. We are considering a range of possible service level
alternatives for 1984, including enhancing the 1983 level of service by com-
bining boat tax revenues -- assumed at a level of fifty cents ($0.50) -- with
general fund contributions from the cities and the County. Although no
agreements have been concluded, there is strong support from the cities for
enhancing the service level under this funding alternative.
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With the support of the lakeside cities, King County sought State legislative
authority for a local tax option to support marine patrol services, I am con-
cerned that our objectives may well be compromised at the tax level adopted by
the County Council. Consequently, in January, 1984, I plan to forward to the
County Counci 1 a proposed amendment to the boat tax ordinance which increases
the level of the tax from thirty ($0.30) to fifty cents ($0.50). By then, I
also hope to have further details on the service level agreements to maintain a
regional marine patrol program in cooperation with the lakeside cities.

I understand some of the Councilmembers are concerned that increasing the tax
level from thirty cents ($0,30) to fifty cents ($0.50) would result in unila-
teral expansion of marine patrol expenditures. Because expenditure levels are
establ ished by the County Council, however. I can assure you that any excess
revenues would not -- and could not -- be spent without additional appropriation
authority approved by the Council, Thus, should revenues exceed the adopted
program lexel they will either accumulate for use in future years or be applied
to mariné patrol expansion only with the approval of the County Council.

If you have any questions or need any additional information on either the boat
tax ordinance or the marine patrol program. please call me at 344-4040, Shelly
Yapp at 344-3434, or Shelley Sutton at 344-4040.

Thank you for your cooperation.

incer y, ~~ ø..
R OY ~LE
King ~;~ Execut i ve

RR:SS:ew

Enc 1 osure

cc: Ki ng County Counc i lmembers
ATTN: Jerry Peterson, Counc i 1 Admi n i strator

CharleRoyer, Mayor of Seatt le
Seattle City Councilmembers
Norm Mal eng, King County Prosecut ing Attorney
Lakeside City Mayors and Managers
Gary Zarker, Seatt le Budget Di rector
Shelly Yapp, King County Budget Director
Patrick Fitzsimons, Chief, Seattle Police Department
Vern Thomas, Sheriff-Director, King County Department of Public Safety
Bob Cowan, Di rector, King County Fin ance Off i ce
Lauraine Br~kke, Director, King County Department of Executive Administration
Larry Phillips, Executive Assistant
Tom Fitzsimmons, King County Program Development Manager

ATTN: Shelley Sutton, Staff Assistant


